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V/ashington 

.'•-.; ADLIINISTRATQR APPROVES 37-1/2 CENT iilNB'IUi-i FOR TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

Inc rea se f o r 300,000 Workers to go I n t o Effect June 30 

An unanimous recommendation by a comnit tee r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of eraployers, l abo r 

and the pub l i c f o r e s t a b l i s h a e n t of a iidnimum wage of 37-1 /2 cen t s an hour i n t h e 

t e x t i l e incius t ry yjas approved today by General P h i l i p B. Fleming, Adiidrdstrator of 

t h e lh.ge and Hour Div i s ion , Urdted S t a t e s Departiaent of I.abor, A v;age order w i l l 

be i ssued l a t e r t l d s vgeek. The new iidnimum wi.ll go ir'ito e f f e c t June 30. 

I t i s e s t ima ted t?iat t he wage r a t e s of about 300,000 workers w i l l be i n ­

c r ea sed . This i s t h e l a r g e s t number of vrorkeis t o have t h e i r wages r a i s e d by an 

i n d u s t r i a l wage o r d e r . The pay of t h e lowest s c a l e workers a t t he s t andard 40 

hours w i l l be r a i s e d from $13 t o $15 a v;eek. 

About 650,000 a re employed i n the i n d u s t r y a f f ec t ed which, as def ined , includeg 

t h e manufacture of co t ton t e x t i l e s ; of c e r t a i n f i n i s h e d products such as towe l s , 

shee t s and p i l l ow c a s e s ; s i l k , rayon, l i n e n and j u t e t e x t i l e s ; and cordage and 

tw ine . ' • , ;. . ,'•: - . 

"In schedul ing the r e q u i r e d pub l i c h e a r i n g on t h e 3 7 - I / 2 cent an hour minimum 

v;age recommendation fo r the tfcxt.ile i n d u s t r y , " General Fleming s a i d , "I a l s o 

asked f o r evidence on what, i f any, p r o v i s i o n s i n the wage order were necessa ry 

t o prevent circui. ivention of the ndnimam •v̂ age by deduct ions fo r purchases i n . ' ..•"* 

company s t o r e s and r e n t a l s i n company-o-'..\.'ni.d houses . This i s a iaatter-::fif 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and v;as not a p a r t of the c o m r d t t e e ' s recomiiiendation. 

"No evidence vras in t roduced i n oppos i t i on to the iiiuaediate es tabdishment of 

the 37-1 /2 cen t minimum r a t e . Evidence -was in t roduced on deduc t ions . 
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"The lavage order to go into effect June 30 vdll contain no provisions 

regard.ing deductions but I will have a representative take further evidence at 

hearings in the textile centers with a vie-«v to possible aiaend,ment of the order ;. 

in this respect." '- . ": :/ 

The 37-1/2 cent rate wi.ll bring increases to worker.̂  in the different 

d.ivisions of the indust.ry in tlds number: . . . ':. 

Cotton v/orkers 207,000 

Textile products (sheets, pillov; cases, etc.) 28,700 

Silk and rayon 47 ^ 000 

;: Cordage and tvdne 5,000 

.' -. , ; Jute textiles 1, 500 

Total ' . . . 289,200 

I t i s estdnnted that the number of ;.'orkers v;ho ,vill be raiseci in bleachirig 

and dyeing plants, linen mdlls, and other establishments urider the order v;ill 

bring the total to more tha.ri 300,000. . . . " . -•...•y::':-Ay-,yy 

The f i rs t textile wage order under the YJage and Ho'ur Lav; called for payment 

of at least 32-1/2 cents an hour, and increased the wage rates of about 175^000 

vrarkers. It went into effect Oc-tober 24, .1939. The Cotton Textile Code under 

the NRA called for payment of at least 30 cents an liour in the South and 32-1/2 

cents an hour in New En;d.and. y. -̂  ,• . • • >; a 
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